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Dear Fellow Alumni,
These are exciting times at the 

Graduate School of Management—

let the construction begin! Your 

School is on the move, literally, 

and the new Gallagher Hall, 

across from the Mondavi Center 

for the Performing Arts, will 

continue to solidify the strength 

of the School on the national and international scale.

The strength of the School is multifold and a key part 

of that is the alumni base and alumni association.

You can participate in this in two large ways. First, help 

build your personal and professional network by attending 

events, such as distinguished speakers at the School, alumni 

socials, the annual Pier-to-Peer event in March in San Francisco 

or one of the quarterly Alumni Strategic Provider Network 

“Power” Lunches at the Sutter Club. This latter group is designed 

to help alumni do business with each other across multiple service 

industries. And don’t forget to join the UC Davis GSM group 

on LinkedIn (see page 48).

Second, your participation in the GSM Annual Fund, at 

any level, is a valuable endorsement of the School and has a 

powerful and immediate impact. Annual giving provides unre-

stricted funds for our School, ensuring the flexibility 

required to seize opportunities and allocate resources 

to the highest priorities and needs. 

Your gift also supports our GSM Alumni Association 

Student Fellowships; helps subsidize alumni activities; 

underwrites student programs; brings exceptional speakers 

to campus; provides classroom enhancements; assists in 

attracting high-caliber students and faculty; and increases 

our School’s visibility. Your donation has a direct impact 

on our national and international reputation. 

Our Alumni Association is more than 2,100 members 

strong and with the first class of Bay Area MBA program 

students graduating in June, we will grow much more 

rapidly in the future. Please continue your involvement 

and contributions.

Best regards,

Vinny Catalano ‘97

President, GSM Alumni Association

Area Vice President, Gallagher Benefit Services



48 • WINTER 2008

A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N  C L A S S  

www.gsm.ucdavis.edu/linkedin

www.gsm.ucdavis.edu/alum/

Join our LinkedIn group @

The UC Davis GSM LinkedIn Group 

functions independently from our 

Online Alumni Directory. There is no 

connection between the two and the 

information is not synchronized. 

Please continue to keep your 

GSM Online Alumni Directory 

profile updated @

GET 
JOIN SCHOOL’S ONLINE 
SOCIAL NETWORKING GROUP

A powerful online networking option 
is available to the UC Davis Graduate 
School of Management community. 
Join the nearly 500 alumni, students, 
faculty and staff in the UC Davis GSM 
Group on LinkedIn, a leading Web-
based professional networking tool.

48 • SPRING/SUMMER 2007

through the birth of my third child, then switched to 
part-time consulting and volunteering. My work with 
Valley Children’s Museum has been very rewarding for 
the past 3 ½ years. Greg’s and my start-up was also 
rewarding and gave me an opportunity to apply many 
skills I learned at the GSM. I keep in touch with several 
of my fellow classmates, and live close by to a few in 
Danville, Calif. And yes, we remodeled our house in 
Danville, too. We took our kids to Australia in April 
and had a wonderful time. We plan a trip to Italy 
before our daughter hits high school next year. 

Monica Favre Kauppinen: I started a new position 
as director of post-award and contract administration 
for University Enterprises, Inc. (the auxiliary foundation 
for California State University, Sacramento). My hus-
band, Geoff, is teaching at a K–8 school in El Dorado 
Hills, Calif., where our daughter, Melitta, is in the 
fourth grade.

Steve Tracy: I’m slightly less arrogant and more 
mature…riding bikes…married and divorced … 
no kids but two great dog surrogates…fading out 
of touch with the GSM and the business world as 
I gain more experience in teaching.

1996 Tamara Pow: May 2007 was a big month. 
Craig and I welcomed our third son, Owen, on May 14, 
and Structure Law Group—the firm I founded with a 
partner 2 1/2 years earlier—moved into beautifully 
improved offices, three times the size of our previous 
space. I am enjoying practicing real estate, business 
and tax law and raising three wonderful boys.

1997 Michelle Kahler: I found my dream job—
twice—once in professional sports marketing and now 
in the world of business consulting. Who knows what’s 
in store for the next alumni reunion? I found the man 
of my dreams a few years ago and we’ll be married 
in spring 2008. After five years and three national 
championships, I retired as a running back with the 
Sacramento Sirens women’s pro football team at the 
end of the 2006 season—what an experience. I stay 
active with sports, friends and family, and continue 
to try to find balance in life—the peace between love, 
happiness and fulfillment. I feel I’m on a good personal 
and professional path with many wonderful relation-
ships to cherish. I feel fortunate to have had the 
UC Davis MBA experience as a milestone in my life.

Debra Scherber: Work, work and more work, and 
somewhere in there I had a sweet, little boy who is 
now eight. Five years ago, I discovered a rare opportu-
nity: a start-up with a solid business idea that needed 
some help. I am employee #2 and very excited about 
how far the company has come and the prospects 
for the future.

Byron Streitz: We’ve moved back to California to 
get closer to six of our grandchildren. Cyndy’s massage 
clients are delighted to have her back. I’m looking 
forward to working with my daughter in residential 
real estate. 

1998 Phoebe Cameron: I’m finishing up a year of 
traveling to New York City for a project. I ran into 
Mary McGerity, who is relocating from the Big Apple 
to the Bay Area. When I’m not working, I’m riding 
and showing my horse, Bliss.

Paige Ruffner: I am with IBM and just started my 
fifth year on a local contract. My latest work was 
exciting as we developed and implemented a culture-
change plan for a government intelligence organization. 
On the home front, I married on October 6, 2006. 
My husband, Peter, teaches ESL and English at a 
community college. In addition to my son, Evan, now 
14, I welcomed two step-sons, Isaac, 11, and Joshua, 
nine. The five of us now live in a new home in Oakton, 
Va. 2007 was truly an exciting year.

1999 Chris Carroll: Andrea, Jay and I moved to 
Falls Church, Va., to begin our new assignment. Jay 
will turn two in December and will have a little 
sister join him that month, too. We like living in the 
Washington, D.C., area and would love to hear from 
other UC Davis grads in the region.

Gary Palmer: I taught Management in 
Biotechnology again in fall 2007 at the Graduate 
School of Management.

Peter Shepherd: Sandy and I welcomed our son, 
Ian Zachary, into the world on October 25, 2006.

Bert Wallace: Summer 2007 has been an eventful 
time. Our son, Michael, transferred to San Francisco 
State, where he is majoring in Japanese and Asian 
studies. Our daughter, Melissa, started her first year 
at UC Santa Cruz, majoring in math education. In 
mid-October I started as executive director for the 
Integrated Solid Waste Management Initiative for 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria. With funding from 
public and private sources, we’ll establish state-of-
the-art waste management facilities and operations 
in four cities, including Ibadan, the second-largest 
city in Nigeria. I plan to start a blog about the 
project. Send me an e-mail if you’re interested 
in following the project.

2000 Tod Johnson: We moved to Elm Grove, 
Wisc., in spring 2007 so that I could pursue a long-
time dream to work in Major League Baseball. I 
am the application developer in the Milwaukee 
Brewers’ IT department, responsible for multiple 
business applications.

2001 Robert Williams: I started my own 
company focused on consulting and technology.

2002 Pete Anderson: I led the American delega-
tion to the Japanese program, The Ship for World 
Youth. I also bought a townhouse, solving the problem 
of what to do with all my time and money, and then 
I fell into a job in the pharmaceutical marketing indus-
try. I continue to encourage my classmates to give to 
the GSM Annual Fund (and I’m not finished yet).

Cy Aram: I have moved into a whole new knowledge 
area for me—Six Sigma—and have many “ah-ha” 
moments just like my time at the GSM. Who knows 
where this will lead. I’m also dabbling in teaching on 
the side. Boast not your birth, and cheers to all.

Brent Weeth: I relocated with Johnson & Johnson 
from Vacaville, Calif., to Fair Haven, N.J. After spend-
ing the past 10 years in pharmaceuticals, I am now 
working in the medical device and diagnostics sector 
of Johnson & Johnson. The family has settled 
in very easily in the Garden State.

1986 David Russ: As Dartmouth College’s chief 
investment officer, I continue to enjoy a successful 
career: the college’s endowment reported a 24.3 per- 
cent total return on its investment portfolio this past 
fiscal year. Following this, I was interviewed by CNBC’s 
Erin Burnett—and it was very windy on the Green (see 
video at www.gsm.ucdavis.edu/russ). (Russ spoke as a 
Dean’s Distinguished Speaker at the Bay Area MBA 
campus in San Ramon on October 26. See page 23.)

1987 Tony Espinosa: I’m enjoying family time, 
staying healthy and success in high-tech, along with 
travel excursions around the world.

1989 David Vincent: I’m managing the U.S. Crisis 
Care Network. Our trained citizen volunteers respond 
with law enforcement around the country to provide 
on-scene personal support to people traumatized by 
suicides, homicides, infant deaths and other daily trag-
edies. We help them take the first steps toward put-
ting the pieces of their lives back together. 

1991 Cathinka Wahlstrom: In addition to my role 
as client managing director for one of Accenture’s 
large global financial services clients, I have taken on 
the role as managing director for Accenture’s New 
York Metro offices. Accenture is a global management 
consulting, technology and outsourcing firm with 
170,000 employees in 49 countries.

1992 Pam Allio: Life is full of work, kids, travel and 
sports. I’ve been married to Greg for 16½ years. We 
have three great kids, all very busy. I worked full time 
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PIER-TO-PEER EVENT

Thursday, March 6 • 4:00 PM – 8:00 PM

The Waterhouse Restaurant, 
 Pier 7, San Francisco

Topic: Corporate Social Responsibility 
 and Sustainable Prosperity 

www.gsm.ucdavis.edu/p2p

DEAN’S DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER

Friday, April 4 • 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM

San Ramon Valley Conference Center

Tony Perkins, Founder and 
 Editor In Chief, AlwaysOn 

rsvp@gsm.ucdavis.edu

UC DAVIS CENTER FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP SUSTAINABLE 
ENTERPRISE SPEAKER SERIES

Thursday, April 10 • 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Room 174, AOB IV (GSM) Building, UC Davis

Paul Hudnut, Co-Founder, Envirofit Intl.

http://entrepreneurship.ucdavis.edu/speakers.html

ROBERT A. FOX EXECUTIVE-IN-RESIDENCE 
WELCOME RECEPTION

Tuesday, April 22 • 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM

AGR Hall, Walter A. Buehler Alumni 
 and Visitors Center, UC Davis

Executive-in-Residence L. Wilton Agatstein, Jr., 
 former Vice President of Sales and Marketing
 Group and General Manager of Emerging 
 Markets Platform Group, Intel Corp.

rsvp@gsm.ucdavis.edu

DEAN’S DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER

Wednesday, May 14 • 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM

Activities and Recreation Center – 
 Ballroom A&B, UC Davis

Ed Mueller, CEO, Quest Communications

rsvp@gsm.ucdavis.edu

BIG BANG! FINAL JUDGING 
AND AWARDS CEREMONY

Wednesday, May 21 • 5:00 PM – 8:30 PM

Activities and Recreation Center, UC Davis

http://bigbang.gsm.ucdavis.edu/calendar/finale.html

NEW ALUMNI WELCOME LUNCHEON

Thursday, June 12 • 1:30 AM – 1:30 PM

AGR Hall, Walter A. Buehler Alumni 
 and Visitors Center, UC Davis

rsvp@gsm.ucdavis.edu

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
& RECEPTION

Saturday, June 14 • 10:00 AM – 12:00 NOON

Ceremony at Jackson Hall, Robert and 
 Margrit Mondavi Center for the 
 Performing Arts, UC Davis

Reception in Mondavi Center Studio Theater

12:00 NOON – 1:00 PM

DEAN’S FALL WELCOME LUNCHEON

Friday, October 10 • 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM

UC Davis location to be announced

rsvp@gsm.ucdavis.edu

DEAN’S DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER

Fall Quarter: Date to be announced

UC Davis location to be announced

Michael Mondavi, Founder, 
 Folio Fine Wine Partners

rsvp@gsm.ucdavis.edu

www.gsm.ucdavis.edu/classnote

TELL US WHAT’S NEW! SEND US YOUR CLASS NOTES ONLINE @

Chris Jackson: After 10 years at Intel Corporation 
learning engineering and then marketing strategy 
for the large enterprise, I founded my own corpora-
tion, The Rowy Company, to serve the information 
technology and business consulting needs of small- 
and medium-sized businesses in the Sacramento 
region. We focus on the legal, medical and capitol 
lobbying industries. My long-term goal is to establish 
a philanthropic organization to help homeless, indi-
gent and former ‘guests of the state’ clients learn 
how to set up their own small businesses to break 
the cycle of exclusion.

Joel Learner: After living in Reno, Nev., and working 
as director of finance for a nonprofit radio network, 
Immaculate Heart Radio, we moved to The Woodlands, 
Tex., a suburb of Houston. I’m now CEO of Miriam 
Technologies, collaborating with great people working 
on some great custom software projects. The best part
of my job is being able to telecommute from home, 
where I can spend as much time as possible with our 
growing family. We are now looking forward to 
building our dream home as well as watching our 
kids grow up just a little more each day. Professionally, 
I’m enjoying the flexibility to put to work all the tools 
I learned at UC Davis to help our business move into 
areas unthinkable only a few years ago.

Sonja Salzman: It’s hard to believe that it’s already 
been five years since we graduated. I moved to New 
Mexico after graduation and have worked in the 
Environment Division at Los Alamos National Laboratory 
ever since. I design and implement pollution prevention 
and waste minimization projects. I also teach geology 
courses at the University of New Mexico. The state has 
awesome geology, so I’m able to take my students on 
lots of amazing field trips. I miss everyone, and I hope 
that things are great for the class of 2002.

Brian Weir: After searching for that perfect fit, 
I finally found a job I am truly excited about. I am 
working for a small company in Huntington Beach, 
Calif., leading up their business development group 
and helping the firm move to the next phase in their 
product life. I also bought a house near the beach, 
and to go along with the house and the beach lifestyle 
I have adopted a beautiful golden retriever, Toby, 
and his mommy, Amy. Amy and I will be getting 
married on Labor Day. I also have been taking 
improvisational comedy at a theatre/school in 
West Los Angeles. Very exciting times.

Keith Sen: It took some getting used to without 
school, but life has been good. 

Karin Winters: Summer 2007 was busy. At the end 
of July we moved to a larger house, still in Land Park in 
Sacramento, and welcomed Benjamin William 
McCollough on Aug. 4. Sam is happy to have a 
baby brother.

2003 Jennifer Vogt: My return to Los Angeles 
was a good move. I can’t believe it’s been a year at 
DreamWorks; time has flown by. Shrek 3 and most 
recently, The Bee, have been great successes!

2004 Nathaniel Meyr: I love the Northwest. 
We bought a house in Seattle. Lisa is doing well 
at the University of Washington business school. 
T-Mobile is great. Hopefully you’ll see some of my 
work someday soon.

2006 Chris Ferreira: I made it through one 
year in the Washington, D.C., metro area, and I 
was promoted to senior underwriter, including a 
15 percent raise. I’m planning to move back to 
Oakland, Calif., in summer 2008.



John Argo ‘04 likes to joke that he launched the 

world’s first nanotechnology start-up funded by 

red wine, and there’s a great deal of truth to his 

tale about Bloo Solar, which is beginning to turn 

heads in the clean energy industry. For Argo, 

Northern California boasts fertile soil 

for both wine and high-tech.

Read more about John in our 

Alumni Spotlight, p. 46.
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Top 30 MBA Program 
in the World for Social, 
Environmental Stewardship

Beyond Grey Pinstripes 2007–2008 

The Aspen Institute’s Center for Business Education ranks 

the UC Davis MBA program among the top 30 in the world 

for integrating issues of social

and environmental stewardship

into curricula and research.

Our most recent accolades also include:

• No. 2 in the world in Organizational Behavior, 

and Top 30 MBA program in U.S.

 (The Financial Times Global MBA 2008 survey)

• No. 6 in U.S. for preparing MBA students for technology, 

Internet and telecom, as ranked by corporate recruiters.

 (The Wall Street Journal /Harris Interactive, October 2007)

• Top 30 regional U.S. business school, as ranked by 

corporate recruiters. 
 (The Wall Street Journal /Harris Interactive, October 2007)

• Top 50 MBA program in U.S. for entrepreneurship.

 (Women 3.0 magazine, February/March2008)

Read more about our rankings on p. 9.

Alumnus John Argo 
Powers Up Bloo Solar
NANO-SIZED “BRISTLES” COULD 
REVOLUTIONIZE CLEAN ENERGY

G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l  o f  M a n a g e m e n t




